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true; bear yourselves in modesty and modera-
tion ; extend your benevolence to all; pursue
learning and cultivate the arts, and thereby
develop intellectual faculties and perfect moral
powers; furthermore, advance public good
and promote common interests; always respect
flie Constitution and observe the laws ; should
emergency arise, offer yourselves courageously
to the State; and thus guard and maintain
the prosperity of Our Imperial Throne, coeval
with heaven and earth. So shall ye not only be
Our good and faithful subjects, but render illus-
trious the best traditions of your Forefathers.

" The way here set forth is indeed the teaching
bequeathed by Our Imperial Ancestors to be
observed alike by their Descendants and the
subjects, infallible for all ages and true in all
places. It is Our wish to take it to heart in
all reverence, in common with you, Our subjects,
that we may all thus attain to the same virtue."

It will be observed that this rescript is based
upon the five virtues and the five relations of
Confucian ethics, which we shall have occasion
to study in a later chapter. Try for a moment
to imagine just what the horizon of life would
be if you had received no Christian training
in your early home and had been compelled by
a scientific education to reject in disgust the